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Taylor  &  Sons,  Printers,  Minety,  Wilts. 
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TETBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

1941 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres) 

•  •  • 

31,781 

Population  (Census  1931) 

•  •  • 

5,732 

and  estimated  1941 

•  •  • 

6,466 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1931) 

1 ,664 

(end  of  1941) 

1,696 

Rateable  Value 

£27,176 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 

. .. 

£124 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE  YEAR. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS  (total)  54 

44 

98 

Legitimate  ...  51 

40 

91 

Illegitimate  ...  3 

4 

7 

Birth  Rate  (R.G.)  15.1 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate  ...  1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate  ...  0 

0 

0 

Rate  per  1000  population, 

0.46 

2 


DEATHS  ...  40  40  80 

Death  Rate  (R.G.)  12.6  per  1000 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in 

consequence  of  childbirth... from  sepsis  Nil 

from  other  causes  Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  :  7 
Legitimate,  7  ;  Illegitimate,  Nil.  Total  7. 
Deaths  per  1000  births  :  71 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  Nil 

,,  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  7 


BIRTHS. 

There  were  registered  within  the  district  98 
births  of  residents,  and  in  the  Maternity  Hospital  281 
births,  the  majority  being  from  outside  areas.  Among 
the  resident  births,  54  were  males  and  44  females. 
Seven  illegitimate  births  were  registered  among  resi¬ 
dents.  In  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  there  were 
33  births,  in  the  first  there  being  only  17.  The  births 
returned  by  the  Registrar  General,  which  includes  all 
local  births  that  took  place  outside  this  district,  num¬ 
bered  98, of  which  54  were  males  and  44  females.  The 
illegitimate  births  were  7.  The  birth  rate  was  15.1 
per  1000  population,  and  this  compares  with  13.2 
in  1940,  and  of  14.2  in  England  and  Wales.  The 
average  birth  rate  for  the  previous  4  years  was  14.6 
per  1000.  In  1940  there  were  4  illegitimate  births. 
The  still  births  recorded  were  3,  or  equal  to  0.46  per 
1000  population,  compared  with  0.62  in  1940.  In  the 
Maternity  Hospital  there  were  34  births  of  residents. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1941. 

(reg.  general) 


DISEASE 

Males 

Females 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

_ 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

Cancer 

4 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

3 

9 

Heart  Disease 

8 

14 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

I 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

Gastric  Ulcer 

1 

— 

Digestive  Diseases 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

Nephritis 

2 

2 

Congenital  Causes,  etc. 

3 

— 

Senility 

2 

8 

Suicide 

— 

— 

Other  Violence 

2 

— 

Other  defined  Diseases 

5 

— 

All  causes 

40 

40 
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DEATHS. 

The  deaths  of  residents  certified  in  the  district 
numbered  80,  and  of  these  40  were  males  and  40  fe¬ 
males.  The  Registrar  General’s  return  for  the  year 
was  also  80.  The  crude  death  rate  was  12.6  per  1000 
population,  the  rate  in  1940  being  13.5  per  1000,  and 
the  average  for  the  previous  4  years  was  11.7.  The 
standard  death  rate,  allowing  for  an  older  average 
population  in  this  country,  was  not  known.  The  rate 
in  England  and  Wales  was  12.9.  There  were  7 
deaths  at  ages  under  1  years,  4  at  hi 5  years,  10  at 
15-45  years,  14  at  45-65  years,  and  45  at  65  years  up¬ 
wards.  Two  deaths  were  due  to  two  notifiable  infec¬ 
tious  diseases,  one  to  diphtheria  and  one  to  whoop¬ 
ing  cough.  Two  adults  and  one  young  child  died 
from  tuberculosis.  Influenza  caused  no  deaths,  the 
first  clear  year  since  1936.  There  were  6  cancer 
deaths,  the  average  for  the  previous  5  years  being  9. 
Four  deaths  were  caused  by  pneumonia,  and  of 
these  three  were  aged  under  one  year.  A  death  oc¬ 
curred  from  cerebro  spinal  fever.  Disease  of  the  kid¬ 
neys  caused  4  deaths,  all  of  old  people.  Apoplexy 
was  certified  in  10  instances,  2  being  below  the  age  of 
45  years.  There  were  20  deaths  from  heart  diseases, 
and  only  two  from  circulatory  complaints.  Senility 
was  certified  on  11  occasions,  and  congenital  weak¬ 
ness  in  3.  No  suicides  occurred,  and  2  deaths  were 
secondary  to  injury.  There  was  no  mortality  from 
puerperal  sepsis,  nor  from  any  other  complication  of 
pregnancy  or  confinements.  Twenty  deaths  were 
certified  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district, 
and  33  of  non-residents  who  died  in  the  area,  several 
of  whom  died  from  accidents. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  7  deaths  of  resident  young  infants, 
all  being  males.  Two  deaths  occurred  at  ages  under 
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1  week,  3  between  3  and  6  months,  and  2  between 
6-12  months.  Of  the  281  infants  born  at  the  Mater¬ 
nity  Hospital,  10  died,  including  one  resident  only. 
Eight  of  these  were  aged  under  a  week,  and  two  were 
between  1  and  4  weeks.  The  infant  death  rate  was  a 
high  one,  being  71  per  1000  live  births.  This  rate 
compares  with  24  in  1940,  and  a  five  years’  average  of 
only  26  per  1000.  The  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
was  59  per  1000  births.  The  death  rate  in  the  Mater¬ 
nity  Hospital  was  only  35  per  1000  births,  but,  of 
course,  infants  are  only  kept  in  for  a  few  weeks. 
One  infant  death  was  due  to  tuberculosus  meningi¬ 
tis,  3  to  pneumonia,  and  3  to  congenital  weakness 
and  premature  birth.  Most  of  the  infant  deaths  in 
the  Hospital  were  due  to  congenital  debility  and  pre¬ 
mature  birth. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

DISEASE 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

9 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

1 

Pneumonia 

15 

— 

4 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

3 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

37 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

— 

Abortus  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  generally 

notifiable— Erysipelas 

2 

Other  diseases  notifiable  : 
Measles 

35 

Tuberculosis 

4 

4 

3 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A  total  of  112  cases  were  notified  under  the 
various  Acts,  and  out  of  this  number  72  were  cases  of 
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measles  and  whooping  cough.  Nine  cases  of  scarlet 
fever  were  reported,  and  of  these  7  came  from  Tet- 
bury,  and  1  each  from  Chavenage  and  Culkerton.  6 
cases  were  at  school  age,  and  there  were  three  older 
ones.  All  the  cases  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  all  recovered.  The  average  number  of 
cases  for  5  years  was  4  per  annum.  Only  one  very 
small  outbreak  of  diphtheria  took  place  at  the  Kings- 
cote  school,  only  3  cases  being  discovered,  one  of 
which  was  fatal.  The  school  children  were  all  swab¬ 
bed  but  no  carriers  were  found.  One  child  was  sent 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  supposed  to  be  diphtheria, 
but  turned  out  to  be  measles.  Two  cases  of  erysipe¬ 
las  were  notified,  both  middle-aged.  There  were  15 
cases  of  pneumonia  notified,  including  3  aged  under 
5  years,  3  aged  15*25  years,  and  9  over  25  years.  The 
average  number  of  cases  for  the  past  5  years  was  5, 
and  the  deaths  were  four.  This  is  equal  to  a  remark¬ 
able  death  rate  from  pneumonia  of  802,  whereas  the 
average  rate  would  not  be  much  above  ten.  There 
were  probably  about  40  cases  during  the  year,  but 
only  15  notifications  were  received.  Four  cases  of 
cerebro-spinal  fever  were  reported,  one  of  which,  on 
admission  to  a  hospital,  was  found  to  have  no  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  disease.  One  of  the  others  was  a  young 
man  who  worked  at  munitions  in  the  Stroud  area, 
where  there  had  been  a  few  cases  of  this  disease.  A 
youth  living  in  Avening  had  a  very  severe  attack  of 
the  disease,  and  died  in  Hospital  not  long  after  ad¬ 
mission.  He  worked  at  an  aerodrome  and  had  meals 
at  a  canteen.  The  daughter  of  a  farmer  also  failed 
with  the  disease.  The  first  case  known  in  the  district 
of  Abortus  infection,  was  notified  in  a  woman  aged 
58  years.  This  disease  occurs  fairly  often  among 
cows  and  also  among  pigs,  and  is  generally  due  in 
some  way  to  infection  from  these  animals.  This  pa¬ 
tient  had  no  direct  connection  with  these  animals. 
Among  cows  it  is  a  very  common  cause  of  infectious 
abortion,  but  so  far  as  I  know  this  is  not  the  case 


7 


among  human  beings.  Two  cases  of  puerperal  py¬ 
rexia  were  notified,  both  patients  in  the  Maternity 
Hospital,  and  both  were  non-residents.  In  neither 
case  was  the  complaint  at  all  serious. 

A  case  of  para-typhoid  B  was  reported  in  July  :  a 
young  girl  who  did  not  attend  school.  Apparently 
the  infection  was  from  food  eaten  at  Malmesbury, 
but  manufactured  in  Bristol.  Quite  a  large  epidemic 
occurred  in  the  Bristol  area,  and  there  were  one  or 
two  carriers  living  in  the  rural  district,  and  many 
more  just  outside  the  borders.  The  local  ones  were 
sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  not  let  out  until 
proved  negative  on  several  occasions.  The ‘‘carriers” 
were  discovered  by  the  American  Red  Cross  party 
working  in  the  area  from  Salisbury. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  County  Education  Committee  began  this 
work  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  child  popu¬ 
lation  was  estimated  at  1190,  including  390  at  ages 
under  5  years,  and  800  at  school  age.  At  ages  1-5 
137  were  inoculated,  or  41  per  cent,  and  at  ages  of 
5-15  years  609  were  completed,  or  73  per  cent,  the 
total  being  63  per  cent  of  all  ages  up  to  15  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Reported  by  head  teachers:  there  were  26  cases 
of  Measles,  24  of  Whooping  Cough,  29  Chicken  Pox, 
199  of  Mumps,  Impetigo  21,  and  Scabies  1.  Mumps 
invaded  most  of  the  schools  in  the  district. 

HEALTH  SERVICES. 

The  health  services  have  been  carried  on  in  the 
same  way  as  in  previous  years,  and  there  is  nothing 
further  to  note.  The  Maternity  Hospital,  run  by  the 
County,  was  full  all  the  year,  and  there  were  treated 
281  patients,  mostly  from  other  areas. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

There  was  no  scarcity  of  water  throughout  the 
year.  The  rainfall  was  29.47  inches,  taken  in  the 
town.  The  average  consumption  of  water  per  day 
was  58,000  gallons.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the 
supply,  up  to  30,000  gallons  per  day,  to  a  local  camp, 
and  two  electrical  pumps  have  been  installed  to  help 
in  the  matter.  The  water  used  in  the  town  averaged 
23  gallons  per  day,  against  22  in  1940.  Four  samples 
of  the  public  supply  were  examined  by  the  County 
Analyst.  This  includes  two  chemical  and  bacterial 
tests.  In  the  first  taken  in  January,  the  B  coli  was 
absent  in  10  c.c.’s  water.  A  second  sample  taken 
three  weeks  later  showed  that  B.  boli  was  absent  in 
100  c.c.’s  water,  but  was  otherwise  the  same  as  the 
first  sample.  The  other  two  samples  were  both  very 
good.  The  water  was  hard  in  both  samples,  showing 
26  degrees,  all,  however,  being  temporary  hardness. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  Laundry  Company,  at  the  request  of  the 
Council,  installed  an  apparatus  to  treat  their  effluent 
before  it  entered  the  public  sewer,  as  it  had  been 
found  that  this  had  been  upsetting  the  sewage  treat¬ 
ment  works.  This  was  carried  out  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  County  Analyst,  and  now  the  works 
are  again  functioning  in  a  normal  fashion. 

Two  privies  were  connected  to  W.C.’s,  and  two 
new  W.C.’s  were  erected. 

No  complaints  of  river  pollution  were  received. 
REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

There  were  502  inspections  made  in  regard  to 
refuse  collection  and  salvage.  A  new  salvage  scheme 
was  started  in  August,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  clearance  of  village  dumps  when  necessary. 
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In  Tetbury  itself,  one  of  the  refuse  removals  per  week 
is  for  refuse  and  the  other  for  salvage.  The  table 
gives  the  quantities  of  various  things  which  were  col¬ 
lected  as  salvage,  which  are  less  than  in  the  previous 
report,  except  as  to  bones,  which  ris  markedly  in¬ 
creased.  Old  textiles  and  foodstuffs  were  not  col¬ 
lected  previously. 

Salvage  collected  : — 

Waste  paper 
Metal 
Bones 
Textiles 
Foodstuffs 


20  tons. 
4i  tons. 
1J  tons. 
2  tons. 
14  tons. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


REGISTERED 


Bakehouses  ...  5 

Butchers  ...  4 

Laundries  ...  4 

Gas  Works  ...  1 

Tailors  ...  2 

Motor  Engineers  ...  8 

Wheelwrights  ...  1 

Blacksmiths  %..  7 

Builders  ...  2 

Carpenters  ...  3 


WORKSHOPS 

Painters  and  Decorators  2 
Bootmakers  ...  2 

Timber  Merchants  ...  1 

Hairdressers  ...  3 

Stone  Mason  Yard  ...  2 

Saddlers  ...  2 

Printing  Works  ...  1 

Millers  ...  1 

Metal  Workers  ...  1 

Quarries  ...  1 


There  were  34  inspections  under  this  Act,  but 
no  defects  were  found,  and  no  written  notices  had  to 
be  sent  out.  The  registered  workshops  were  53  in 
number,  or  6  less  than  in  1940,  all  these  being  car¬ 
penters.  There  were  no  lists  of  outworkers. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Inspections  made  .  .  ’  ...  ...  510 

Houses,  Inspections  of, under  Public  Health  Acts  193 
Nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  89 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  87 

Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  87 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  ...  ...  16 
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The  inspections  carried  out  were  about  the  aver¬ 
age,  510  as  compared  with  499  in  1940.  There  were 
found  89  nuisances,  87  complaints  being  received. 
Nuisances  abated  were  87.  Sixteen  houses  were  dis¬ 
infected  after  infectious  conditions. 

SCHOOLS. 

Three  of  the  schools  have  water  cartage,  and  the 
rest  have  pail  closets,  which  are  emptied  each  week. 
All  have  water  supply,  one  being  rain  water.  As 
usual,  all  the  schools  have  been  visited  in  connection 
with  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases. 


PARISH 

Cof  E 
or 

County 

School 

Atten- 

dance 

(appx.) 

Closet 

Type 

Boys 

Girls 

In¬ 

fants 

Disposal 
of  excreta 

Water 

Supply 

Averring 

Boxwell 

with 

Cof  E 

92 

Pail 

2 

4 

1 

Weekly 

Village 

Supply 

Rain 

Leighterton 

County 

24 

Pail 

3 

6 

0 

Weekly 

Water 

Cherington 

Cof  E 

21 

Pail 

3 

.1 

0 

Weekly 

Village 

Supply 

Didmarton 

Cof  E 

41 

WC 

2 

6 

0 

— 

Main 

Supply 

Kingscote  ... 

Cof  E 

42 

Pail 

2 

2 

1 

Weekly 

Spring 

Long 

Newnton  ... 

Shipton 

Cof  E 

32 

Pail 

2 

2 

0 

Weekly 

Main 

Supply 

Moyne 

Cof  E 

35 

Pail 

1 

2 

0 

Weekly 

Main 

Supply 

Tetbury 

Westonbirt 

with 

Cof  E 

303 

WC 

8 

4 

4 

Main 

Supply 

Piped 

Lasborough 

Cof  E 

14 

WC 

1 

1 

0 

Supply 
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HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year. 

(a)  1  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  [under  Public  Health  or  Hous¬ 
ing  Acts]  ...  ...  ...  97 

2  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  361 

(b)  1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  included  under 

sub-section  (1)  above,  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolida¬ 
ted)  Regulations,  1925  and  1937  ...  8 

2  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  168 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  fotind  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(d)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head] 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  8 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  18 

No  new  houses  were  erected  but  10  were  repaired. 
Of  these,  8  were  in  Tetbury.  There  are  92  Council 
houses  in  the  area,  73  being  in  Tetbury  town. 

Under  the  Housing  Acts  97  houses  were  inspec- 
ted,  rather  more  than  in  1940,  and  to  these  361  visits 
were  paid  by  the  inspector.  There  were  only  8  houses 
placed  on  the  register,  as  the  others  were  all  there  be¬ 
fore.  The  number  of  inspections  of  these  houses 
was  168.  No  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  8  were  not  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit,  and  orders  were  given  for  repairs  to 
them.  The  number  rendered  fit  during  the  year  was 
18. 

No  closing  orders  were  made  and  no  houses 
were  demolished. 
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OVERCROWDING. 

Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at 


the  end  of  year  ...  ...  3 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  23 

2.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re¬ 

ported  during  the  year  ...  ...  1 

3.  (a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of 'persons  concerned  in  such  cases  Nil 


At  the  end  of  1940  there  were  3  overcrowded 
houses  in  the  area,  consisting  of  3  families  and  23 
persons.  One  new  case  was  discovered  in  1941,  but 
no  cases  were  relieved  in  the  year. 


AGRICULTURAL  HOUSING. 


No  action  was  taken  under  the 

Rural  Workers 

Acts. 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  was  unchanged, 

being  92,  distributed  over  4  parishes, 
bury. 

73  being  in  Tet- 

Ashley 

2 

Avening 

12 

Boxwelhwith  Leighterton 

5 

Tetbury  1919 

12 

1924 

12 

,,  1936 

49 

92 
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NEW  BUILDINGS. 

Only  10  plans  for  houses  to  be  altered,  or  built, 
were  brought  to  the  Council,  about  a  third  of  the 
number  in  1939.  No  new  houses  were  built,  com¬ 
pared  with  8  in  1939. 


Alterations  and 

Parish  New  additions  to  Garages  Miscell- 

Dwellings  existing  buildings  aneous 


Avening 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Tetbury 

— 

1 

— 

7 

Tetbury  Upton 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

— 

2 

— 

8 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Parish 

Producers 

Retailers 

<Sc 

Producers 

Retail 

Purveyors 

Total 

Ashley 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Avening 

3 

4 

— 

7 

Beverston 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Boxwelhwith'Leighterton  5 

2 

— 

7 

Cherington 

1 

3 

— 

4 

Didmarton 

2 

3 

— 

5 

Kingscote 

— 

5 

— 

5 

Long  Newnton 

2 

5 

— 

7 

Ozleworth 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Shipton  Moyne 

...  — 

2 

— 

2 

Tetbury 

3 

2 

3 

8 

Tetbury  Upton 

7 

10 

— 

17 

Westonbirt-with- 

Lasborough 

— 

2 

— 

2 

27 

44 

4 

75 

The  total  number  of  registered  premises  was  75, 
as  to  77  in  1940,  and  of  these  71  were  producers  and 
4  retailers.  In  regard  to  parishes,  there  are  17  in  Tet- 
bury  Upton,  7  in  Leighterton,  and  5  in  two  other 


14 


parishes.  These  numbers  do  not  include  “accredit- 
ed”  farms,  which  are  inspected  by  the  County  Veter¬ 
inary  staff. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD. 

All  meat,  in  addition  to  imported  variety,  is 
slaughtered  outside  the  district.  Twelve  visits  of  in¬ 
spection  were  paid  to  butchers  and  food  shops,  but 
no  food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning 
notified. 
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